Business 
Conditions 


a review by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 


Agriculture 


What they’re saying—about farm prospects, 
1956, January, 12-16. 

Meat supply to diminish, July, 5-7, 15-16. 

Attack on farm surpluses renewed, 
August, 4-6, 14-16. 

Upturn due in farm income, 
September, 7-10. 

Cheaper steak in the offing, November, 8-11. 

Irrigation in the Midwest, December, 13-16. 


Banking, general 
The seasonal storm conquered, 
February, 15-16. 
District dimensions: banking, April, 8-9. 
Harder working dollars, September, 5-7. 
Liquid assets and bank liquidity, 
December, 9-12. 


Business finance 
Business loan demands persist, March, 4-6. 
Business loans at big Midwest banks, 
July, 7-11. 
Bank credit for small business, August, 6-11. 
Credit for seasonal businesses, October, 5-8. 


Index for the year 1956 


Business finance (cont.) 


The squeeze on corporate liquidity, 
November, 11-16. 


Consumer credit and savings 


A birthday for savings bonds, May, 13-16. 

Consumer credit: debt rise continues, 
October, 9-11. 

Saving on the uptrend? December, 5-9. 


Economic conditions, general 

The price picture, pressures building up? 
January, 8-12. 

Tracing the flow of funds, February, 13-14. 

Prices at retail counters, March, 9-12. 

The trend of business, January, 2-4; Feb- 
ruary, 2-4; March, 2-4; April, 2-4; May, 
2-4; June, 2-5; July, 2-4; August, 2-4; 
September, 2-4; October, 2-4; November, 
2-3; December, 2-5. 


Employment and wages 


The economic consequences of the baby 
boom, January, 4-7. 
Payrolls spark income rise, March, 7-9. 
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Farm finance 


Credit for the farm, March, 12-16. 

Bank lending to farmers, April, 10-12. 

Strong demand for farm loans, May, 5-6. 

Who’s borrowing at country banks, 
June, 8-9. 

How banks finance farm machinery, 
August, 11-14. 


Home building settles down, February, 4-10. 
Meeting the demand for mortgage credit, 
April, 4-7, 15-16. 


Industry and trade 


Hard goods spark 1955 retail trade advance, 
February, 10-13. 

Furniture—stronghold of small business, 
June, 5-7, 10-16. 

Retail sales—barometer of consumer 
demand, October, 12-16. 


Regional economics 


Deposits reflect income trends, April, 12-15. | 
Firming up the softer spots, May, 7-12. 
Metropolitan government—too many cooks, 
July, 11-15. 
Midwestern economies, September, 11-16. 
The Midwest holds its own, November, 4-8. 
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